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In a Gest of Robyn Hode, the character of Robin Hood seems to act according to his sense of honor and often resists aspects of established authority. What idea seems to form the basis for his sense of honor and the motivation for his actions?
The character of Robin Hood seems to act according to his sense of honor and often resists aspects of established authority because of the corrupt local officials who usually demand money from those who commit crimes. For example, Knight went to borrow 400 pounds from St. Mary’s Abbey to pay bail for his son who had killed someone. In his statement the Knight stated, “I have a son who in truth should have been my heir when he was twenty years old, he killed a knight from Lancaster…to save him I sold my goods and pledged my lands as security for a loan…” (Ohlgren, 223)  Due to this corruption, Robyn was sure those even if he commits a crime, there are no tough measures to be taken he will just corrupt the officials and be free. He is honored because he saves people who suffer the consequences of corrupt officials. For example, he gives the knight 400 pounds he requested and helped to rescue the knight when his wife went to him asking for help. This is evidenced in the statement, “he also stalked the noble knight, Sir Richard at the Lee, and one day, while the knight was hawking by the riverside, he was captured by heavily armed men and led bound hand and foot to Nottingham…” (Ohlgren, 233). Robin vowed, “If I find the sheriff and capture him, I will take revenge” (Ohlgren, 234). Robin also thanked the knight for saving a yeoman and even added him another 400 pounds.
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